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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5709

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session

By Senate Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators Smth,
Eri cksen, Shel don, Hol ngui st Newbry, Danmei er, Brown, and Roach)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 01/ 13.

AN ACT Relating to a pilot programto denonstrate the feasibility
of using densified biomss to heat public schools; and creating new
sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW_ SECTION. Sec. 1. Currently nore than a mllion hones
nati onwi de and approximately fifty thousand homes in Washington state
are heated with wood pellets, or densified biomss, in nodern high-
ef ficiency appliances. This residential use establishes that many
homeowner s experience significant cost savings conpared to other fossil
fuel - based heating systens and that this technol ogy can have a w de and
vari ed acceptance. Bul k delivery that can be facilitated by |arge
vol une anchor users such as schools, institutions, and businesses could
provide the next step in meking this form of renewable energy
utilization nore efficient and convenient for the consuner. The
| egi sl ature makes the follow ng findings:

(1) That manufactured and direct thermal conversion of densified
bi omass is a renewabl e energy activity;

(2) That nuch of western Europe, China, Japan, and other Asian
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countries have chosen to use renewabl e densified bionass as a renewabl e
energy fuel to heat hones, businesses, and other facilities;

(3) That cl ean burning, renewabl e densified biomass wll: (a) Lead
our country to energy independence; (b) create jobs; (c) stinulate our
econony by keeping nore of our noney circulating in the United States;
(d) reduce carbon em ssions; (e) inprove air quality in nonconpliant
air sheds; (f) pronote healthy forests; and (g) reduce the vol une of
waste in landfills; that the densified biomass industry wll be
conplinmentary to other biofuel industries, providing an outlet and use
for the resultant high lignin by-products and agriculture residuals;
and

(4) That a Decenber 2012 report by the Washington State University
energy programidentified opportunities to devel op and expand the in-
state manufacturing of densified biomass.

Therefore, it is the intent of the legislature to have the
Washi ngton State University energy program conduct a pilot programto
denonstrate the feasibility of using densified biomss as a renewabl e
energy source to heat schools and ot her buil di ngs.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) Subject to receiving federal and private
funds for this purpose, by Decenber 1, 2013, the Washington State
Uni versity energy program nust develop and initiate a pilot programto
denonstrate the feasibility of using densified biomss to heat public
schools. One public school nmust be chosen for the pilot program using
the followng criteria: The school's proximty to a currently
operating densified biomss manufacturing facility, the age and
condition of the school's current heating system and the school's
design is of a nature that nost resenbles other schools of its class.
The pil ot program nmust consist of the followi ng: The replacenent of
the school's current heating system with one that uses densified
biomass as a fuel; the neasurenment and evaluation of the heating
system including a cost conparison with other conventional fuels; and
t he neasurenent of em ssions fromthe heating system A second public
school must be chosen for the pilot program from a rural county
bordering Hood Canal, the dynpic National Park, and southern Puget
Sound.

(2) By Decenber 31, 2015, the Washington State University energy
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program nust summarize and report its findings to the | egislature. The
report nust include an analysis extrapolating the results to other
simlarly situated schools in the state.

(3) I'n designing the pilot program the Washington State University
energy programnust seek to | everage other existing private and federal
fundi ng prograns and resources.

(4) The Washington State University energy program may contract
wth other entities for assistance in inplenmenting the pilot program

(5) The pil ot program expires Decenber 15, 2015.

~-- END ---
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